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Welcome

… to the Philharmonia Orchestra’s 2022/23 
London season at the Southbank Centre. 

In this brochure you’ll find details of the first 
half of the season, from September 2022 – 
January 2023. 

We are delighted to be working with so many 
great conductors and soloists this season. Our 
Principal Conductor, Santtu-Matias Rouvali, kicks 
things off with two Mahler symphonies. Cellist 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason is our Featured Artist, 
performing both Haydn concertos, with more  
to come in the second half of the season. 

Anna Clyne is our Featured Composer. Her music 
features in several Royal Festival Hall concerts, 
and she has programmed a captivating free 
Music of Today programme. Conductors Jordan 
de Souza and Tabita Berglund make their Royal 
Festival Hall debuts. Look out for pianists 
Víkingur Ólafsson, Benjamin Grosvenor and  
Yuja Wang too. 

Sign up to our mailing list at philharmonia.co.uk 
to be the first to hear about our February –  
June 2023 concerts when they’re announced  
in the autumn. 

Santtu-Mattias Rouvali conducts the Philharmonia © Mark Allan
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Introducing the Philharmonia

Founded in 1945, the Philharmonia is a team 
of 80 musicians, of 16 different nationalities. 
We are Resident Orchestra at the Southbank 
Centre in the heart of London, and also have 
residencies in Bedford, Canterbury, Leicester, 
Basingstoke, at Garsington Opera and at 
the Three Choirs Festival. We tour (travel 
restrictions allowing) all over Europe, and 
to the USA, Japan and China, and our online 
performances are enjoyed by listeners from  
Fiji, Sudan and Indonesia to high above the 
Arctic Circle in Norway. 

We make recordings, play for movie and video 
soundtracks, and create groundbreaking 
Virtual Reality experiences. Our Learning 

and Engagement projects, our films and our 
pioneering use of technology enable more 
people to experience world-class music-
making, and we’re committed to nurturing the 
next generation of orchestral musicians and 
composers. 

The Philharmonia is a registered charity and 
relies on income from a wide range of sources.  
We proud to be supported by Arts Council 
England, and grateful for the generosity of  
our supporters. 

Find out more about us and join the 
Philharmonia family as a Friend at 
philharmonia.co.uk. 

Santtu-Mattias Rouvali conducts the Philharmonia © Mark Allan

Get closer to great music  
and musicians; make a  

difference with a Philharmonia  
Friends Membership

 • Priority booking 

• Opportunties to meet our players 

• Access to open rehearsals 

• No booking fees 

Starting from just £5 per month

Join us today

philharmonia.co.uk/friends

020 7921 3906
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Santtu and  
Víkingur Ólafsson
Thursday 22 September 2022, 7.30pm

Santtu-Matias Rouvali – conductor 
Vikingur Ólafsson – piano

ANNA CLYNE Masquerade 
JOHN ADAMS Must the Devil Have All  
the Good Tunes? 
MAHLER Symphony No. 5

If you’ve only ever heard one piece of music 
by Gustav Mahler, it’s likely to be the Adagietto 
from his Fifth symphony. But there’s a lot more 
to Mahler 5 than that. Take a journey with the 
Philharmonia, “London’s Mahlerian orchestra 
par excellence” (Bachtrack) and Principal 
Conductor Santtu-Matias Rouvali from the 
sinister opening trumpet fanfare to the joyful 
affirmation of the finale.

John Adams describes his piano concerto, 
steeped in the sounds of American funk 
and rock music, as full of “tongue-in-cheek 
wickedness” and “outrageous virtuosity”. 
Perfect, then, for the outrageously talented 
Víkingur Ólafsson, “the new superstar of 
classical piano” (The Telegraph). 

First, enjoy Masquerade by Anna Clyne, the 
Philharmonia’s Featured Composer this season. 
This short, celebratory piece is inspired by 
London’s 18th-century pleasure gardens –  
the most famous of which was just down  
the river at Vauxhall.

Santtu-Matias Rouvali
Principal Conductor

“He is the real thing: music unmistakably 
flows from him” (The Sunday Times).

Santtu-Matias Rouvali first conducted 
the Philharmonia in 2013, aged 27, and 
made quite an impression on our players. 
They elected him Principal Conductor 
from September 2021. He is just the sixth 
person to hold the title since 1945. 

He has already conducted a wide range 
of music with the Philharmonia, from 
blockbusters by Strauss and Tchaikovsky 
to works by his compatriots Sibelius  
and Lindberg. 

During the pandemic he conducted  
music by Aaron Copland and Florence 
Price in one of our Live from Southbank 
Centre streamed concerts, and played 
with our percussion section in Steve 
Reich’s Music for Pieces of Wood.

Santtu conducts ten concerts this 
season. In the first half, that includes 
two Mahler symphonies, music by our 
Featured Composer Anna Clyne, John 
Adams’s piano concerto Must the Devil 
Have All The Good Tunes? with Víkingur 
Ólafsson, and a feast of Rachmaninov 
with Yuja Wang. 

When he’s not conducting, Santtu loves 
to spend time meditating, foraging and 
hunting in the forests around his home 
near Tampere.

Check out our YouTube channel for 
performances featuring Santtu, and 
interviews filmed in London and Finland.

Santtu conducts Mahler 1
Sunday 25 September 2022, 3pm

Santtu-Matias Rouvali – conductor 
Carolin Widmann – violin

WALKER Lyric for Strings 
KORNGOLD Violin Concerto 
MAHLER Symphony No. 1

“It sends shivers down my spine”, wrote Gustav 
Mahler after a performance of his First 
Symphony. The shivers begin with the barely 
audible opening notes, which bloom into a lush 
evocation of a spring dawn. There follows music 
that seems to have escaped from a Jewish 
wedding, a Viennese cafe, an uncanny funeral 
and an Alpine village dance – all leading to an 
ending so electrifying that the horn section  
can’t stay sitting down. 

Emigrating from Austria to the United States in 
1934, Erich Wolfgang Korngold became one of 
the most influential film music composers of all 
time. His Violin Concerto incorporates themes 
from several of his film scores. His emotion-
packed melodies are in the hands of Carolin 
Widmann, acclaimed for her “rich, impassioned 
playing” (The Scotsman).  

George Walker’s gorgeous Lyric for Strings 
opens the programme. Like Samuel Barber’s 
better known Adagio, it began life as the slow 
movement of a string quartet. The lush string 
ensemble version has become Walker’s most 
popular work. 

Santtu-Mattias Rouvali © cathrinegarciastudio

Insights Talk 
6pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, no ticket required

Our concerts
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Sheku Kanneh-Mason  
plays Haydn
Thursday 29 September 2022, 7.30pm

Marin Alsop – conductor 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason – cello

STRAUSS Don Juan 
HAYDN Cello Concerto No. 1  
HAYDN Cello Concerto No. 2 
RAVEL Daphnis and Chloé Suite No. 2

Superstar cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason plays  
the first of his concerts as our Featured Artist 
for the 2022/23 season. 

He joins us in both of Haydn’s surviving cello 
concertos – delightful works full of joyful energy. 
We’re lucky to be able to listen to the First 
Concerto at all – it was rediscovered in a Prague 
museum in 1961, 200 years after it was written.  

Framing the concertos are two dazzlingly 
orchestrated pieces of musical storytelling. 
Richard Strauss portrays the flamboyant, 
insatiable Don Juan in music brimming with 
drama. The rich, imaginative orchestral textures 
of Ravel’s masterpiece Daphnis and Chloé, 
composed for the Ballets Russes, transport the 
listener to a magical world of shepherdesses, 
goatherds, gods – and pirates. 

Sheku Kanneh-Mason
Featured Artist

There aren’t many cellists, or indeed many 
classical musicians, who come anywhere 
near being a household name in the UK, 
but Sheku Kanneh-Mason is one of them. 

He won BBC Young Musician of the Year 
in 2016, played at the wedding of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle in 2018, and 
in 2020 became the first cellist ever 
to reach the Top Ten of the UK official 
album chart. During lockdown he and 
his siblings shared their love of making 
music together with a huge social media 
audience from their home in Nottingham. 
He was awarded an MBE in 2020. 

Sheku first performed with the 
Philharmonia in 2018. In summer 2020 
he was the soloist in the first of our 
Philharmonia Sessions, filmed at Battersea 
Arts Centre and streamed worldwide. It 
was an emotional occasion – the first time 
our musicians had played together after 
an unprecedented four months’ silence.

Look out for Sheku’s other performances 
with us when the second half of the 
season is announced in the autumn. In  
his role as Featured Artist he joins us  
not just as a soloist, but in chamber music 
and a Learning & Engagement project  
with young string players.

Prokofiev, Wagner  
and Sibelius
Sunday 30 October 2022, 3pm

Tabita Berglund – conductor 
Truls Mørk – cello

PROKOFIEV Classical Symphony 
PROKOFIEV Sinfonia Concertante 
WAGNER Prelude and Liebestod from  
Tristan and Isolde 
SIBELIUS Symphony No. 7

Young Norwegian conductor Tabita Berglund 
makes her Philharmonia debut, with her former 
cello teacher Truls Mørk. 

The two join forces in one of Prokofiev’s last 
completed works, the Sinfonia Concertante for 
cello and orchestra. Widely considered the 
greatest cello work of the 20th century, it holds 
formidable challenges for the soloist – and many 
thrilling moments for the listener – from a huge 
cadenza to a dazzling ending stratospherically 
high in the instrument’s range. It’s quite a 
contrast to what Prokofiev called the “happy and 
uncomplicated” music of his Mozart-inspired 
Classical Symphony.

Jean Sibelius was hailed by critics in his lifetime 
as “the greatest master of the symphony 
since the death of Beethoven”. He forged a 
voice that was distinctly Finnish, and just as 
distinctly his own. His Symphony No. 7 packs 
tremendous emotional power into its seamless 
single movement. Wagner’s Prelude and 
Liebestrod from Tristan and Isolde, the musical 
embodiment of passionate longing, makes a 
fitting companion piece. 

Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Spotlight on the 
Second Violins 
6pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, ticket required 
See page 18 for details 

Insights Talk:  
Sheku Kanneh-Mason 
9.30pm, The Clore Ballroom
Free, no ticket required

Insights Talk 
1.30pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, no ticket required

Our concerts

Sheku Kanneh-Mason © Camilla Greenwell

Tabita Berglund © Nikolaj Lund
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Anna Clyne © Jennifer Taylor

Music of Today:  
Anna Clyne Curates
Thursday 3 November 2022, 6pm, Purcell Room 
at Queen Elizabeth Hall
Free, ticket required

JESSIE MONTGOMERY Strum (original version 
for string quartet) 
CAROLINE SHAW Punctum  
PAOLA PRESTINI G-Force 
ANNA CLYNE Strange Loops (UK premiere, 
Philharmonia co-commission)

Anna Clyne, the Philharmonia’s Featured 
Composer, curates a free evening of chamber 
music by some of the most engaging composers 
working today. 

Snatches of folk-inflected melody swirl and 
dance through Strum by New York composer 
Jessie Montgomery. Caroline Shaw, eclectic 
musician and youngest ever recipient of 
the Pulitzer Prize for Music, describes her 
Punctum as “an exercise in nostalgia”. Paola 
Prestini’s G-force, dedicated to the memory of 
a friend and “a life fully lived”, combines the 
traditional textures of a string quartet with the 
otherworldly sound of the vibraphone. And a 
clarinet joins the string quartet in the first UK 
performance of Clyne’s own Strange Loops,  
co-commissioned by the Philharmonia.

Santtu conducts Clyne, 
Brahms and Dvořák
Thursday 3 November 2022, 7.30pm

Santtu-Matias Rouvali  – conductor 
Lars Vogt – piano

ANNA CLYNE Color Field (UK premiere) 
BRAHMS Piano Concerto No. 2 
DVOŘÁK Symphony No. 7

Anna Clyne’s Color Field takes its inspiration 
from a Mark Rothko painting Red, Orange, Yellow, 
the experience of synaesthesia, where certain 
colours are linked with particular pitches or 
keys; and the fiery rhythms of Serbian folk music.  

Brahms’s Piano Concerto No. 2 is in the hands  
of pianist Lars Vogt, a renowned interpreter of 
Brahms acclaimed for his “deeply lyrical” playing 
(The New York Times). At the height of his 
powers, Brahms explored many moods in this 
four-movement work, by turns tempestuous, 
soulful and brilliantly virtuosic. 

Dvořák, too, was already revered as a master  
of his craft when he was commissioned to write 
his Seventh Symphony, premiered in London  
in 1885. It’s full of lyrical Bohemian spirit and 
bursting with melodies. Tender personal 
moments contrast with passages of intense 
drama – Dvořák wrote that his symphony’s 
themes were “Love, God and Fatherland”.  

Our concerts

Anna Clyne
Featured Composer

Born in London and based in New York, 
Anna Clyne is a GRAMMY-nominated 
composer of acoustic and electro-acoustic 
music. 

Described as a “composer of uncommon 
gifts” by The New York Times, Clyne is 
one of the most acclaimed and in-demand 
composers of her generation. Her music  
is often inspired by dance, painting, film 
or poetry. 

We’re thrilled to be collaborating with 
Anna as our Featured Composer this 
season. You can hear her music in four of 
our Royal Festival Hall concerts, and she 
has curated two fascinating free Music 
of Today programmes too, featuring her 
music alongside that of six other women 
composers well worth discovering (full 
details of the second half of the season, 
covering concerts from February to June 
2023, will be announced in the autumn).  

For a taste of Anna’s music, listen to Within 
Her Arms, an elegy to her mother, on our 
YouTube channel.

Lars Vogt © Giorgia Bertazzi
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Alisa Weilerstein © Luca Migliore

Vaughan Williams:  
a Celebration
Thursday 17 November 2022, 7.30pm

David Hill – conductor  
Elizabeth Watts – soprano 
Roderick Williams – baritone  
The Bach Choir

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Overture, The Wasps 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS The Garden of Proserpine 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS A Sea Symphony

We join forces with The Bach Choir to mark the 
150th anniversary of Vaughan Williams’s birth.

Ralph Vaughan Williams holds an unrivalled 
position in the history of British music, and in 
The hearts of many classical music fans. For 
The Bach Choir though, it’s personal – he sang 
in the choir for decades, and was their Music 
Director in the 1920s. 

His overture The Wasps paves the way for a rare 
performance of The Garden of Proserpine. This 
work for orchestra, chorus and soprano sets a 
poem by Swinburne, atheist enfant terrible of 
late Victorian poetry. Vaughan Williams clothes 
Swinburne’s longing for the oblivion of death  
in music of great tenderness and beauty. 

“Behold, the sea itself” – once heard, the 
magnificent opening bars of A Sea Symphony 
will not be forgotten. Chorus, soloists and 
orchestra sing of ships and their captains,  
wind and waves, ocean voyages and the voyage 
of every human soul, in music so vivid you  
can almost taste the sea spray in the air.

Strauss and Brahms  
with Alisa Weilerstein
Thursday 24 November 2022, 7.30pm

Jordan de Souza – conductor 
Alisa Weilerstein – cello

R STRAUSS Don Quixote 
BRAHMS Symphony No. 4

Acclaimed cellist Alisa Weilerstein takes the  
title role in Strauss’s Don Quixote. 

Cervantes’s daydreaming knight and his 
long-suffering sidekick Sancho Panza 
(represented by a quirky combination of  
viola, tenor tuba and bass clarinet) encounter 
vividly drawn windmills, dragons, and an  
army of sheep. But most striking of all is 
Strauss’s sympathetic portrayal of Don 
Quixote’s wandering, idealistic mind. 

Brahms’s Fourth Symphony is masterful  
music from a composer at the top of his game. 
Brahms called it “my sad symphony”, but  
this modest adjective belies the composer’s 
emotional range and consummate structural 
skill. His friend, the critic Eduard Hanslick,  
put it better: “It is like a dark well; the longer 
we look into it, the more brightly the stars 
shine back.” Jordan de Souza, who conducted 
the Philharmonia at Garsington Opera last 
year, makes his Royal Festival Hall debut.

Our concerts

Music of Today:  
Colin Currie Curates
Thursday 24 November 2022, 6pm,  
Royal Festival Hall
Free, ticket required

Michael Francis – conductor  
Colin Currie – percussion 

LUKE BEDFORD Staggered Nocturne  
(World premiere, Philharmonia commission) 
PHILIPPE HUREL Four Variations 

The spotlight is on boundary-pushing 
percussionist Colin Currie, the man Steve Reich 
described as “one of the greatest musicians 
in the world today”, in this free early evening 
concert. 

Be the first to hear Staggered Nocturne, a 
new concerto for percussion and orchestra 
composed with Currie’s extraordinary 
technique and engaging personality in mind.  
It was commissioned by the Philharmonia from 
award-winning British composer Luke Bedford, 
acclaimed for his “luminous soundworld”  
(The Guardian). 

Then immerse yourself in French composer 
Philippe Hurel’s Four Variations, “a virtuosic 
anticoncerto for percussion and ensemble in 
which vibraphone [is] gradually submerged in a 
bright tapestry of sound” (The New York Times).
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Chopin and Bartók with 
Benjamin Grosvenor
Thursday 1 December 2022, 7.30pm

Joana Carneiro – conductor  
Benjamin Grosvenor – piano 

ANNA CLYNE This Midnight Hour 
CHOPIN Piano Concerto No. 1 
BARTÓK Concerto for Orchestra

Anna Clyne’s inspiration for This Midnight Hour 
came from two poems – Baudelaire’s describes 
a heady evening where “sounds and perfumes 
swirl in the evening air”, and Jiménez’s pictures 
Music as a woman running through the night. 

It’s an apt companion to Bartók’s Concerto for 
Orchestra - every member of the Philharmonia 
has their moment in the spotlight in this work 
fizzing with imagination.  

Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1 comes from 
a different place entirely - the virtuosity 
the young composer-pianist wanted to 
showcase was his own. Tonight his sparkling 
heart-on-sleeve melodies are in the hands 
of electrifying British pianist Benjamin 
Grosvenor. Grosvenor’s 2020 recording of 
the Chopin Piano Concertos won both a 
Gramophone Concerto Award and a Diapason 
d’or de l’année, with Diapason declaring it 
“confirmation of an extraordinary artist.”

Handel’s Messiah
Sunday 4 December 2022, 7.30pm

Brian Wright – conductor 
soloists tbc 
Highgate Choral Society 
Goldsmiths Choral Union 
English Concert Chorus

HANDEL Messiah

Experience the power of 350 voices in  
glorious harmony. Massed choirs join the 
fantastic musicians of the Philharmonia  
to perform Handel’s choral masterpiece.  
Enjoy beautiful arias and rousing choruses, 
including favourites such as ‘I Know that  
my Redeemer Liveth’, ‘The Trumpet Shall 
Sound’, and the ‘Hallelujah’ Chorus.  

Benjamin Grosvenor © Andrej Grilc

Our concerts Christmas concerts

Christmas at the Movies 
Sunday 4 December 2022, 2.30pm  
(please note start time)

Toby Purser – conductor

Programme to include music from: 
Elf 
E. T. The Extra-Terrestrial 
Home Alone 
White Christmas 
Love Actually 
It’s a Wonderful Life 
The Polar Express 
The Nightmare Before Christmas

Don’t stay Home Alone this Christmas.  
Join the world-renowned Philharmonia 
Orchestra for an afternoon concert stuffed  
full of great music from your favourite  
festive films. 

Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Beethoven and Shaw 
6pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, ticket required 
See page 18 for details
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Sibelius and Mahler  
with Lisa Batiashvili
Thursday 8 December 2022, 7.30pm

Lahav Shani – conductor 
Lisa Batiashvili – violin

SIBELIUS Violin Concerto 
MAHLER Symphony No. 6

Listening to a great live performance of Gustav 
Mahler’s Sixth Symphony is an intensely moving 
experience. 

Composed not long after his marriage, its 
90-minute span runs the gamut from the elation 
of love to the darkest fear and despair. Mahler’s 
wife Alma (neither the most modest nor the 
most reliable of witnesses) said that the soaring 
string melody in the first movement represented 
her. And she saw a foreshadowing of future 
troubles in the final movement’s hammer blows 
– which the score says should be “brief and 
mighty… like the fall of an axe.”

Sibelius once hoped to become a professional 
violinist. He poured all his love and 
understanding of the instrument into his only 
concerto, by turns hauntingly beautiful and 
devilishly virtuosic. Lisa Batiashvili, acclaimed 
by The New York Times for her “pure, gorgeous 
tone and fabulous technique”, and “dazzling” 
(Bachtrack) Israeli conductor Lahav Shani make 
a welcome return to the Philharmonia for this 
concert full of powerful emotions. 

Santtu and  
Nemanja Radulović
Thursday 19 January 2023, 7.30pm

Santtu-Matias Rouvali – conductor  
Nemanja Radulović – violin 

SHOSTAKOVICH Suite for Variety Orchestra 
(Jazz Suite No. 2) 
PROKOFIEV Violin Concerto No. 2 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 2

Violinist Nemanja Radulović is known for his 
adventurous, thrilling and technically masterful 
playing, perfect for the tumultuous finale of 
Prokofiev’s Second Violin Concerto. There’s  
a place for his tender, soulful side too, in the 
long-breathed, lyrical melodies of the first two 
movements.  

Beethoven’s Second Symphony stands on the 
cusp, where Classical poise and grace meet  
a more Romantic sensibility. It was so hotly 
anticipated in Vienna that tickets for the 1802 
premiere cost three times the venue’s usual 
price. 

Shostakovich assembled music from his scores 
for stage and screen to create his Suite for 
Variety Orchestra, better known in the West  
as Jazz Suite No. 2. Saxophones, guitar and 
accordion give the orchestra a distinctive 
dance-hall flavour.   

Yuja Wang © Julia Wesely

Our concerts

Santtu and Yuja Wang 
Sunday 11 December 2022, 3pm

Santtu-Matias Rouvali – conductor 
Yuja Wang – piano

RACHMANINOV Rhapsody on a Theme  
of Paganini 
RACHMANINOV Piano Concerto No. 1 
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 4

Brilliant pianist Yuja Wang joins us for an 
evening of unabashed Romanticism. 

She opens with Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody on 
a Theme of Paganini, alternately sparkling 
and thoughtful, moody and full of fun. The 
passionate 18th variation is a perennial favourite 
– Rachmaninov knowingly declared “this one is 
for my agent.” But that’s just the starter – next 
it’s time for his First Piano Concerto, full of his 
trademark mix of ravishing melodies and dazzling 
showmanship. Either of these pieces would  
be a huge challenge for most pianists, never  
mind both in one evening – but the sensational 
Yuja Wang is certainly not most pianists. 

Tchaikovsky’s music was a major influence on 
the young Rachmaninov. His Fourth Symphony, 
opening with a portentous horn fanfare, is a 
product of Romanticism at its height. From 
deceptively simple melodies, Tchaikovsky 
builds a spellbinding 40 minutes of high 
emotional drama. 

Insights Talk 
1.30pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, no ticket required

Christmas with the 
Philharmonia Cellos 
5.30pm, The Clore Ballroom  
at the Royal Festival Hall
Free, no ticket required

Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Three Trios 
6pm, Royal Festival Hall
Free, ticket required 
See page 19 for details

Lisa Batiashvili © Sammy Hart 
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Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Spotlight on the 
Second Violins
Thursday 29 September 2022, 6pm,  
Royal Festival Hall

Philharmonia Second Violin section 

JS BACH Sonata da Chiesa No. 4 BWV 528 
(Andante) arr. Milone  
MILONE En Coulisses  
PROKOFIEV Sonata for Violin Ensemble Op.115  
PAGANINI Caprice No. 9 ‘The Hunt’ arr. Milone  
BRAHMS Hungarian Dances Nos. 6, 4 & 5  
arr. Milone

It’s time for our second violin section to shine  
in this free early evening concert. 

Julian Milone, a member of the Philharmonia 
for almost 40 years, has arranged a meditative 
Bach sonata, a virtuosic Paganini caprice, and 
three of Brahms’s fiery Hungarian dances for 
his friends and colleagues. He’s also chosen 
Prokofiev’s rarely heard Sonata, composed for 
an ensemble of advanced violin students to play 
in unison, and his own work En Coulisses – the 
title translates as ‘backstage’ or ‘in the wings’. 

Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Three Trios
Thursday 19 January 2023, 6pm,  
Royal Festival Hall

Samuel Coles – flute   
Yukiko Ogura – viola   
Heidi Krutzen – harp  

DEBUSSY Sonata for flute, viola and harp 
BAX Elegiac Trio 
HEATH Trio (world premiere)

Three Principal players join forces in this 
concert curated by flautist Samuel Coles. 

Debussy and Bax both wrote their trios in 
anguished times – Debussy during the First 
World War, and Bax (Streatham born and bred, 
but a huge fan of all things Irish) in the 
aftermath of the Easter Rising. But there’s  
no sign of violence or distress in their music. 
Debussy’s sonata conjures an ethereal, dreamy 
atmosphere, and Bax’s trio seems to hark back 
to times long past, flute and viola singing over 
an intricate harp accompaniment. 

The music of British composer and flautist  
David Heath spans an eclectic range of 
influences, from jazz and funk to minimalism,  
rap and Celtic folk. Be among the first to hear  
his new trio, commissioned by Sauel Coles  
to complement the other pieces in this 
captivating programme. 

Philharmonia Chamber Players 

Philharmonia Chamber 
Players: Beethoven  
and Shaw 
Thursday 1 December 2022, 6pm,  
Royal Festival Hall

Rebecca Chan – violin   
David López Ibáñez – violin   
Sylvain Séailles – viola   
Ella Rundle – cello 

BEETHOVEN String Quartet in E flat,  
Op. 74, ‘Harp’  
SHAW Entr’acte

Pulitzer Prize-winning American composer 
Caroline Shaw was inspired to write Entr’acte 
after listening to a Haydn string quartet. In its 
haunting harmonies and textures, traces of the 
classical string quartet seem to echo across  
the centuries. 

Beethoven, too, took Haydn’s string quartets as 
a starting point, then made the genre his own. 
The pizzicato (plucked) passages in the first 
movement of his Op. 74 quartet, which led to its 
‘Harp’ nickname, link it to Shaw’s work. And the 
two share an expressive intensity that makes 
them perfect companions in this programme, 
chosen by four friends from the renowned 
string section of the Philharmonia. 

These free 45-minute concerts are curated and performed by small ensembles 
from within the Orchestra. Our players relish the opportunity to play chamber 
music together and share some of their favourite pieces with you.

Second Violins © Luca Migliore

Yukiko Ogura © Camilla Greenwell
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Buying your tickets

How do I book?
Book online and choose your own seats at 
philharmonia.co.uk (£2 transaction fee) or 
southbankcentre.co.uk (£3.50 transaction fee). 

Book over the phone using our Freephone 
number, 0800 652 6717 (Mon – Fri, 10am – 5pm, 
£3 transaction fee), or via the Southbank Centre 
on 020 3879 9555 (£4 transaction fee). 

Friends of the Philharmonia do not pay 
transaction fees when booking through the 
Philharmonia, and Southbank Centre Members  
and Supporters Circles do not pay transaction 
fees when booking through the Southbank 
Centre. 

Discounts are available for students and under-
18s, recipients of Universal or Pension Credit, 
and groups. Please see philharmonia.co.uk  
for details. 

Multibuy offer
When you book through the Philharmonia:

Book 3 – 5 concerts and get 10% off

Book 6 – 8 concerts and get 15% off

Book 9 – 10 concerts and get 20% off

Book 11 or more concerts and get 30% off

These concerts and more are also part of the 
Southbank Centre’s multibuy offer. Find out 
more at southbankcentre.co.uk/classicalmusic. 

Christmas at the Movies and Messiah on  
Sunday 4 December are not included in the 
multibuy offer.

Ticket prices Price 1 Price 2 Price 3 Price 4 Price 5 Price 6

All concerts, unless 
listed below

£65 £48 £38 £29 £20 £13

Christmas at the Movies  
4 Dec 2022

£52 £45 £38 £30 £22 £19

Messiah 
4 Dec 2022

£50 £44 £34 £24 £20 £18

Music of Today                                                                   FREE, ticket required

Philharmonia Chamber Players                                       FREE, ticket required

Insights Talks                                                                      FREE, no ticket required

Support us

The Philharmonia is a registered charity, relying on income from a wide range of sources to deliver  
our programme. The Philharmonia is proud to be supported by Arts Council England and grateful 
for the generosity of our supporter family who enable us to:

• bring great music to audiences in our UK residencies and around the world 

• develop and support our players as the arts industry recovers from the pandemic

• connect with a broad audience to share the joy of music-making through our Learning and 
 Engagement programme

Side by Side with Wandsworth Concert Orchestra © Belinda Lawley

Individual support 
Whether giving a little or a lot, your support 
makes a difference. Join the Conductors 
Circle or endow a chair to get closer to the 
orchestra, enjoy exclusive events, meet our 
musicians and more. 
Support from £1,350 per year

Make a donation to keep the Philharmonia 
playing as we return to the concert platform 
and rebuild for the future. We need your help  
to be an orchestra for everyone. 
All donations welcome: philharmonia.co.uk/
donate 

Make your mark on the orchestra with a legacy 
gift in your will. Become part of our future and 
pass the music on.

Corporate support
A corporate partnership with the Philharmonia 
is a powerful investment in the quality and 
ambition of our work. It provides companies 
with a unique opportunity to engage your 
clients and staff with our work whilst building 
a reputation as a champion of the UK’s rich 
arts and culture sector.

Get in touch for a conversation about how you 
can make a difference on
development@philharmonia.co.uk or visit 
philharmonia.co.uk/join-support
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Thank you
Core funder

Major orchestra partners

Corporate supporters

Residency Partners

MAJOR DONORS

The Amaryllis Fleming 
 Foundation
The American Patrons  
 of the Philharmonia 
 Foundation
Michael Brindle QC and 
 Mrs Alison Brindle
Kathryn and Andrew Davis
The Fernside Trust
Goldman Sachs Gives
Daan and Maggie 
 Knottenbelt
Latifa and Aboudi Kosta
The Laurence Modiano 
 Charitable Trust
Liora and Michael  
 Modiano 
The Nathan Family
Dr David Potter CBE
Robert Fleming Hannay 
 Memorial Charity
Esa-Pekka Salonen KBE
The Shelby Cullom Davis 
 Charitable Fund
Rev John Wates OBE  
 Hon FRAM FRSA and 
 Mrs Carol Wates 
and others who wish to 
remain anonymous

TRUSTS AND 
FOUNDATIONS

The Andor Charitable Trust
Art Mentor Foundation 
 Lucerne 
The John S Cohen 
 Foundation
The D’Oyly Carte 
 Charitable Trust 
The Eranda Rothschild 
 Foundation
Oliver Green Memorial 
 Trust
The Harpur Trust
The Boris Karloff 
 Charitable Foundation
The J Reginald Corah
 Foundation Fund 
The John E Mortimer 
 Foundation
Edith Murphy Foundation
The Neighbourly
 Charitable Trust 
Orchestras Live
The Sidney Perry 
 Foundation
The Philharmonia 
 Orchestra in Bedford 
 Trust
The David and Elaine 
 Potter Foundation

St John’s Hospital Trust
Garfield Weston 
 Foundation
The Francis Winham 
 Foundation
and others who wish to 
remain anonymous

PHILHARMONIA PATRONS

Ruth and Henry Amar 
Mervyn and Helen Bradlow
Richard Fattal
Lionel and Gillian Frumkin
Francesca and 
 Emmanuel Gavaudan
Malcolm Herring
Patricia Kalmans and  
 Michael Ozer
Nathan and Frances Kirsh
The Michael & Nicola 
 Sacher Charitable Trust
Caroline Tate
Princess Heidi von 
 Hohenzollern
and others who wish to 
remain anonymous

CHAIR ENDOW PATRONS

John Abramson 
AgCoTechPte Ltd
In memory of Elizabeth  
 Aitken
Ruth and Henry Amar
Nick and Camilla Bishop
Barbara Dohmann QC  
 in honour of Michael  
 Brindle QC and  
 Alison Brindle
The Fernside Trust
The Amaryllis Fleming 
 Foundation, Family  
 and Partners Ltd
Gillian and Lionel Frumkin
Philip Green CBE and 
 Judy Green
Daan and Maggie
 Knottenbelt
Jane and Julian Langer
Sir Sydney and  
 Lady Lipworth
Saul Nathan
Ramzi Rafih
Norbert and Sabine Reis
Manual Ribadeneira
Esa-Pekka Salonen KBE
David and Penny Stern 
Michael Stott

The Tertis Foundation
Penny and Nigel Turnbull
Rev John Wates OBE  
 Hon FRAM FRSA and  
 Mrs Carol Wates
Julia Zilberman
and others who wish to 
remain anonymous

CONDUCTORS CIRCLE 
PATRONS

Aadeesh Aggarwal
Mr and Mrs Raj Bhatia
Marlies Branston
Julia Brodie
Paul and Sally Cartwright
Dr and Mrs Paul Conway
Sule and Patrick Dewilde
Lionel and Gillian Frumkin
Philip Green CBE 
 and Judy Green
Mrs Maggie Guitar
Mr Malcolm Herring
Robert Horner
Dr Susan Horsewood-Lee
Naomi and Christophe 
 Kasolowsky
Daan and Maggie  
 Knottenbelt
Mrs Latifa Kosta

Stanley Lowy MBE
Mr Johan Lundgren  
 and Mrs Maria  
 Ronning-Lundgren
Norbert and Sabine Reis
Stuart and Margaret  
 Renshaw
Ruben and Ann Ritchie
Christian and Myrto  
 Rochat
Mr and Mrs Julian Schild
Joe and Lucy Smouha
David and Lynda Snowdon
David and Penny Stern
Lady Juliet Tadgell
Eric Tomsett
Stephen and Sophie  
 Warshaw
Rev John Wates OBE  
 Hon FRAM FRSA and  
 Mrs Carol Wates
Mr David J. Williams
Pei Wu and Xiao-Xiao Zhu
and others who wish to 
remain anonymous
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Be the first to hear when we announce  
the second half of the 2022/23 season  
in the autumn. Sign up for email updates  
at philharmonia.co.uk 

February – 
June 2023



Follow us on social media
Check out our YouTube channel for 
performances, interviews, documentaries, 
listening guides and instrument films. Follow 
us on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram for the 
latest Philharmonia news, behind-the-scenes 
photos, and takeovers by orchestra members 
and soloists. 

 /philharmonialondon

  @philharmonia

  Philharmonia Orchestra

  @philharmonia_orchestra

The Philharmonia Orchestra is a registered 
charity, no. 250277

All information is correct at the time of 
going to press, but occasionally changes 
are unavoidable. Please check our website 
for the most up to date information.
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