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Speakers

Anthony Bennett  CEO of Reboot the Future

Anthony has broad experience in the cultural, environmental and educational sectors. He 
is particularly interested in exploring the social value of our arts and heritage; how true 
reciprocity can lead to a sustainable and just transition; and how schools and young people 
around the world will be the true engines for change.

Sophie Austin  Theatre and film director

Sophie Austin is a theatre and film director based in London. She is Creative Director at SHH 
Productions, a female led film production company, and Creative Associate at international 
arts organisation Dash Arts. Sophie’s work is currently focused on telling urgent and hope-
filled stories across a range of mediums with the aim of bonding us to the environment and 
inspiring us to embrace our connections to the natural world. She is currently a writer in 

Izzy McLeod  ‘The Quirky Environmentalist‘

Izzy McLeod, sometimes referred to as The Quirky Environmentalist, is a climate activist and 
renewable energy student, among other things, from Cardiff. Their climate work focuses a lot 
on fast fashion, as well as Climate Justice and Intersectional Environmentalism with a focus 
on LGBTQ+ rights. They have a passion for people, art, and building a better future.

Jonathon Porritt  Founder Director of Forum for the Future

Jonathon Porritt, Founder Director of Forum for the Future, is a ‘veteran campaigner’ and 
eminent writer, broadcaster and commentator on sustainable development. The focus for 
much of his work over the last couple of years has been supporting young people in their 
campaigns around climate change.

Dominique Palmer Climate justice activist, Fridays for Future International

Dominique is a climate justice activist. She is an organiser within Fridays for Future 
International and  Climate Live. She works on organising climate strikes and actions, 
mobilisation, and working on international campaigns. She has been featured in Forbes 
2020 Top 100 UK Environmentalists list for her work. She has spoken at events such as the 
UN Climate Change Conference in 2019 (COP25).  She is also a student at the University of 
Birmingham studying Politics and International Relations.
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Love Ssega  Musician and clean air activist

Love Ssega is a British-Ugandan songwriter, musician and producer. He was frontman and 
founding songwriter of Clean Bandit. Love Ssega’s solo career has seen him perform globally 
and also work with the National Literacy Trust, Music For Youth as an Ambassador, Shadwell 
Opera as a Trustee and spend time in China as British Council & PRS Foundation’s Musician 
in Residence 2018/2019. His recent music-led campaign We Fight For Our Air was featured 
in press across London and he is also on the founding committee of Brian Eno-led charity 

Dr Daniel Elphick Musicologist

Dr Daniel Elphick is a musicologist and Teaching Fellow at Royal Holloway, University of 
London, specialising in Russian and East-European music from the 19th century to the 
present. He has published on topics of music aesthetics and analysis, and especially on 
Shostakovich and Weinberg. Dan is a Fellow of the Centre for Russian Music at Goldsmiths, 
and a member of the editorial board for DSCH, the Shostakovich Journal. His first book, 
Music Behind the Iron Curtain, is available from Cambridge University Press (2019), and he 
is currently working on Music on a Leash, a study of socialist realism in music.

Sophie Cameron Philharmonia Second Violin

Sophie Cameron studied at the Royal Northern College of Music for both her undergraduate 
and Masters degrees, and graduated in 2012 with Distinction. Whilst studying she was a 
recipient of the Roger Raphael Prize, the Schubert Prize and the Barbirolli Chamber Award. 
As a chamber musician Sophie has played throughout the country in venues including the 
Purcell Room and the Wigmore Hall. She has collaborated with artists including the Medici 
Quartet, and as part of the Gildas Quartet was a Tunnell Trust recipient and a Park Lane 
Group Young Artist.
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Presented in partnership with

Session 1
Reboot the Future
12 noon – 1.45pm
 
Anthony Bennett in conversation with
Sophie Austin, Izzy McLeod, Dominique Palmer, Jonathon Porritt

Reboot the Future invite emerging and experienced environmental activists to talk about 
their role in campaigning for a more sustainable world, and how the arts can be used to 
share messages and advocate for change. This session kicks off with a 30-minute viewing 
of ‘Rise Up’, a short film that tells the inspirational stories of five young people, from 2021 - 
2025 as tehy rise up to tackle the climate crisis.

Session 2
Culture & Climate
2.15pm – 3.45pm
 
Anthony Bennett in conversation with
Sophie Cameron, Dr Daniel Elphick, Love Ssega

Join a panel of experts to delve into the themes of the Human / Nature series. How 
have composers’ responses to the natural world been shaped by their place, time and 
experience? What role can the arts, individual artists and arts organisations play in 
addressing the climate emergency?

This session will include live performances from Philharmonia MMSF Fellow, Edward 
Leung. Edward will perform two pieces:

JOHN LUTHER ADAMS  Nunataks (Solitary Peaks)
AVNER DORMAN  ‘Agitato’ from Piano Sonata No. 2

Human / Nature is supported by
Kate and Andrew Davis
The Shelby Cullom Davis Charitable Fund


